Avant-Garde Patrick Woods

Raucous, creative, imaginative and interesting are all         by: Chris Arnold

terms one can use to accurately describe guitarist Patrick Woods. 

Woods, a former resident of Columbus, Ohio who now hails from the Hoosier state, continues to wow 

audiences with his very inventive spin on playing the guitar. For those familiar with the avant-garde 

stylizing of the gone-but-still-great Michael Hedges, it's clear that Patrick Woods is doing his part to 

carry on Hedge's legacy...but with his own spin on the music.
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Let me make it clear, Woods isn't a Hedges cover artist. It's more a matter of style and substance that connects Woods with Hedges, the guitarist who made a name for himself by tapping, slapping and extracting a vast array of interesting sounds out of his harp guitar.  Woods has adopted several of Hedges' traits and in addition to his acoustic guitar also enjoys playing a rather non-standard instrument, in his case a ten-string Santucci Treblebass. The guitar was, developed by it's namesake, Sergio Santucci, a professional musician who played guitar 

and bass all over the world. Santucci was an accomplished guitar and bass player and saw his 

Treblebass as an apt vehicle for those who wished to stretch out and explore a few different musical 
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perspectives yet play one instrument.


Patrick Woods certainly would garner praise from Santucci. In his hands, the Treblebass fits the style and intensity of his playing. One moment he'll be playing a chorus-enhanced ballad and moments later slapping and tapping away at the lower-octave strings in a manner that would make Stanley Clarke proud. Woods is far from one dimensional in his playing and in his set list he'll go from an oblique experimental sounding jazz-based tune to his own
spin on a contemporary rock tune by "Rush."


For those savvy enough to wander into a Woods gig, it's a neat experience and it's not often one finds a guitarist slamming away at an axe with 10 strings. Woods recently released his second CD, Power Fields and has continued to grow and mature as a performer. You can learn more about Patrick Woods, his music and his performance schedule by visiting his Website at www.pwguitar.com.
